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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 



cf^^ 1. A method of displaying condition information which changes from time to time in a 
system transmitting and receiving the condition information from terminals connected to a 
network and displaying jhe condition information using a display unit, the system performing 
a process comprising: 

storing a referenie time for determining a freshness of the condition information in a 
terminal which receives the condition information from other terminals through the network; 

determining the/freshness of the condition information based on an elapsed time from 
said reference time; 

determining defcending on the freshness of the condition information a display mode of 
the condition information, wherein the display unit displays the display mode of the condition 
information and a user can observe at a glance reliability of the condition information. 



2. A method lof displaying condition information as claimed in claim 1, wherein 
determining the freshness comprises: 

calculating a/difference between the time the terminal receives the condition information 
from the other terminals and the time the other terminals reference the condition information in 
the terminal receiving the condition information; and 



determining 



a freshness level of the condition information depending upon a preset rule. 



3. A condition display system transmitting and receiving condition information which 



changes from time 
information using 



to time from terminals connected to a network and displaying the condition 
a display unit, comprising: 



information in a tc 



a storage uiit storing a reference time for determining a freshness of the condition 



rminal which receives the condition information from other terminals 
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through the network 

a freshness 
based on the elaps^ 

a display 
information a disp 
display mode of 
condition informal 



oni 



^tlie 
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determination unit determining the freshness of the condition information 
time from said reference time; and 

trolling unit determining depending on the freshness of the condition 
ay mode of the condition information, wherein the display unit displays the 
condition information and a user can observe at a glance reliability of the 
ion. 



4. A 
unit determines 
the condition 
the condition 
freshness level of 



condition display system as claimed ua claim 3, wherein the freshness determining 
freshness by calculating a difference between the time the terminal receives 
infoifciation from the other terminals and the time the other terminals reference 
infoifmation in the terminal receiving the condition information and determining a 
he condition information depending upon a preset rule. 



5. A condition display system as claimed in claim 3, wherein line widths of figure data 
corresponding to pe display mode of the condition information are thick upon update of the 
condition information and line widths of the figure data are thirmer as the freshness level 
deteriorates. 



6. A 
corresponding tc 
condition i 



conliition display system as claimed in claim 3, wherein size of figure data 
the display mode of the condition information are large upon update of the 
infomiation and size of the figure data are smaller as the freshness level deteriorates 



7. A con lition display system as claimed in claim 3, wherein a mark is added to each 
figure data corresponding to the display mode of the condition information and the mark is 
bold upon updatq of the condition information and the mark is lighter as the freshness level 
deteriorates. 
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8. A hand-held conmiunication terminal connected to a network automatically receiving 
through the network, at one of any time and m a predetermined timing, condition information 
automatically transmitted through the network from a terminal receiving the condition 
information from other terminals, at one of any time and in the predetermined timing, the 
hand-held communication terminal performing a process comprising: 

displaying a display mode of the condition information received through the network; 

and 

changing the display mode of the condition information depending on a passage of time 
as rreshness information. 

9. A hand-held communication terminal as claimed in claim 8, further comprising a 
process of determining the passage of time as the freshness information by calculating a 
difference between a current time and a time the terminal receives the condition information. 

10. A handfheld communication terminal as claimed in claim 8, further comprising a 
process of determining the passage of time as the freshness information by calculating a 
difference between a current time and a time the hand-held communication terminal receives 
the condition information. 



11. A haifd-held communication terminal as claimed in claim 8, further comprising a 
process of detenAining the passage of time as the freshness information by calculating a 
difference betwe m a time the terminal receives the condition information and a time the hand- 
held communicai ion terminal receives the condition information. 



12. A 
information is 



ha] id 



held communication terminal as claimed in claim 8, wherein the condition 
condition information of a user. 
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13. A hand-held communication terminal as claimed in claim 8, wherein the condition 
information is condition information of a group of users and users in the group. 



u 



14. A method of display ina condition information which changes from time to time in a 
condition information management! system transmitting and receiving die condition information 
from terminals connected to a network, comprising: 

storing in a terminal the condition information received from other terminals; 
determining display mod^changing information; and 

transmitting automatically the condition information received by the terminal and the 
display mode changing informatpon to the other terminals through the network. 

15. A method of displaying condition information as claimed in claim 14, further 
comprising determining freshness of the condition information by calculating a difference 
between a time the terminal receives the condition information from the other terminals and a 
time the terminal transmits the condition information to the other terminals; and 

determining depending on the freshness of the condition information a display mode of 
the condition information, wnerein the terminal transmits to the other terminals the display 
mode of the condition information as the display mode changing information. 



16. A method of dirolaying condition information as claimed in claim 14, wherein the 
terminal transmits automatically the condition information received by the terminal to the other 
terminals through the netwprk upon receivmg a condition information request from the other 
terminals. 



17. A method of oisplaying condition mformation as claimed in claim 14, wherein the 
terminal transmits automatically the condition information received by the terminal to the other 
terminals through the network in a predetermined timing to a predetermined list of the other 
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terminals. 

iing condition information as claimed in claim 17, wherein the 
[[formation receives from the other terminals a condition 
comprising terminal destinations and registers the terminal 
;t in the predetermined list of the other terminals. 

19. A method of displaying condition information as claimed in claim 14, wherein the 
terminal transmits to the other terminals a time the terminal receives the condition information 
as the display mode changing information. 

20. A method of displaying condition information as claimed in claim 15, wherein the 
terminal receives condition pformation of a user and die terminal transmits automatically the 
condition information of the user received by the terminal to the other terminals through the 
network upon receiving a condition information request from the other terminals, ftirther 
comprising a process of: / 

storing identifying information of the user in a reference user list upon receiving the 
condition information request; and 

displaying a figure mark corresponding to the display mode of the condition information 
of each user depending on users in the reference user list issuing the condition information 
request. / 

21. A compuier readable recording medium having a system transmitting and receiving 
the condition information from terminals connected to a network and displaying the condition 
information using a < lisplay unit, the system performing a process comprising: 

storing a tim(! a terminal receives the condition information from other terminals 
through the network; 
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18. A method of displa; 
terminal storing the condition ij 
information notification requesi 
destinations included the reque 
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detennining freshness of the condition information at a time the other terminals through 
the network reference the condition /nformation in the terminal receiving the condition 
information; and 

determining depending on ttte freshness of the condition information a display mode of 
die condition information, wherein the display miit displays the display mode of the condition 
information and a user can observ/e at a glance reliability of the condition information. 



22. A hand-held conrniunication terminal connected to a network automatically 
receiving through the network condition information automatically transmitted through the 
network from a terminal receiving the condition information from other terminals and the 
hand-held communication termifDal displaying the condition information using a display unit, 
comprismg: / ( 

a freshness determination unit determining freshness of the condition information 
received by the hand-held conpnunication terminal through the network from the terminal; and 
a display controlling u/iit determining depending on the freshness of the condition 



information a display mode 
display mode of the conditioh 



qf the condition information, wherein the display unit displays the 
information. 



23. A hand-held 
determination unit calculates 
receives the condition 



conjmunication terminal as claimed in claim 22, wherein the freshness 
a difference between a current time and a time the terminal 
infonhation for determining freshness of the condition information. 



24. A hand-held coiimunication terminal as claimed in claim 22, wherein the freshness 
determination unit calculates a difference between a current time and a time the hand-held 
communication terminal recpives the condition information for determining freshness of the 
condition information. 
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25. A hand-held communication terminal as claimed in claim 22, wherein the freshness 
determination unit calculates a difference between a time the terminal receives the condition 
information and a time the hand-held communication terminal receives the condition 
information for determining the freshness of the condition information. 

26. A hand-held communication terminal as claimed in claim 22, wherein the condition 
information is condition informations a user. 

27. A hand-held communication terminal as claimed in claim 22, wherein the condition 
information is condition information of a group of users and users in the group. 

28. A hand-held commumcation terminal as claimed in claim 22, wherein the terminal 
transmits automatically the condition information received by the terminal to the hand-held 
conmiunication terminal through the network upon receiving a condition information request 
from the hand-held communicaiion terminal. 

29. A hand-held communication terminal as claimed in claim 22, wherein the terminal 
transmits automatically the cjC)ndition information received by the terminal to the hand-held 
conmiunication terminal through the network in a predetermined timing. 

30. A hand-held conimunication terminal as claimed in claim 22, wherein the terminal 
receives condition information of a user and the terminal transmits automatically the condition 
information of the user rdceived by the terminal to the hand-held communication terminal 
through the network upon receiving a condition information request from the hand-held 
communication terminal J wherein the terminal comprises: 

an acquiring request processing unit storing identifying information of other users 
issuing condition information requests corresponding to the condition information of the user 
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in a reference user list upon receiving me condition information requests from the other users 
and the terminal references the reference user list and automatically transmits to the hand-held 
communication unit, in addition to the condition information of the user, the identifying 
information of the other users issuing the condition information requests corresponding to the 
condition information of the user; and 

the display controlling unit determmes a figure mark corresponding to the display mode 
of the condition information of the iiser, depending on the other users issuing the condition 
information requests corresponding to the condition information of the user, and the display 
unit displays the figure mark corrjesponding to the display mode of the condition information of 
the user. 

31. A method of displaying in a display mode condition information which changes 
from time to time in a condition information management system transmitting and receiving the 
condition information from temninals connected to a network, comprising a process of: 

storing in a terminal a Reference time corresponding to a time the terminal receives the 
condition information from another terminal; and 

changing the display mode of the condition information depending on timeliness 
information of the condition information determined using the reference time and a rule, upon 
receiving a request from the terminals to display the condition information. 



32. A display, coniprising a graphical user interface showing a display mode of user 



condition information and 
time. 



33. A method of 
information of a person 
performing a process corfiprising 



timeliness of the user condition information depending on passage of 



isplaying on a screen of a computer terminal an awareness 

other computer terminal connected to a network, the method 



ismg 
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storing a reference lime for determining a freshness of the awareness information in a 
terminal which receives the awareness information from other terminals through the network; 

determining freshness of the awareness information based on an elapsed time from said 
reference time; and 

determining depe iding on the freshness of the awareness information a display mode of 
the awareness information, wherein said awareness information is displayed with a variable 
icon pattern according to said display mode and a suer of said terminal can observe at a glance 
reliability of the awaren jss information. 




-31- 



